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Price concessions granted by the UK Department of Health (DoH)
in November included as many as 18 different ingredients in 29

separate presentations. The rising tide of monthly concessions granted
by the Department is just one symptom of the need to overhaul the
pharmacy reimbursement system, which has been under scrutiny now
for years (Generics bulletin, 3 October 2014, page 9). 

The DoH has conceded that “there are some areas which could
be improved”, most notably by making changes to category M –
containing multisource generics with reimbursement prices based on
trade-weighted market prices – “for certain generic medicines to
better reflect their market price”. However, negotiations with
pharmacists are going poorly, with their representative body seeking
a judicial review (Generics bulletin, 9 December 2016, page 6). 

When category M was first introduced in April 2005, it was

intended to reflect what was happening to quarterly prices in the
marketplace. There would be some ‘winners’ and some ‘losers’, but they
were expected to cancel each other out. Only in extreme cases, it was
thought, would price concessions be needed. 

Of those products identified by WaveData as having the biggest
price rises in November (see Figure 2), only mirtazapine and valsartan
also appear on the DoH’s November list of concessions. Three strengths
of mirtazapine appear on the official list, and while the 15mg and 45mg
strengths failed to feature among our Biggest Risers, they only just
missed out with average price increases of 44% and 43% respectively.

Concessions of £4.65 (US$5.90), £1.50 and £5.95 were somewhat
different to the average prices of £3.49, £1.64 and £3.54 recorded by
WaveData. Pharmacists dispensing mirtazapine 30mg would still have
been out of pocket, despite the price concession. G

Figure 1 (above): Comparison between the periods 1-31 October 2016 and 1-30
November 2016 of UK trade prices of the most recently-launched generics listed in
category M of the Drug Tariff of pharmacy-reimbursement prices. Averages calculated
from at least 27 data points. Figure 2 (top right) and Figure 3 (centre right): Biggest
average trade-price changes between 1-31 October 2016 and 1-30 November 2016.
Averages calculated from at least 21 data points. Figure 4 (bottom right): Ranking
of fastest-moving products subject to the most price offers made to independent UK
pharmacists (one strength per ingredient; offers recorded by 30 November). Data for
Figures 2, 3 and 4 from a basket of about 750 commonly-dispensed generics. Recently-
launched products in Figure 1 excluded from Figures 2 and 3 (Source – WaveData).

WANT MORE LIKE THIS?

RECENT LAUNCHES

Product/Strength/Pack size Lowest Change Average Change
price (%) price (%)

Aripiprazole tabs 10mg 28 £0.67 -1 £1.14 -5
Benzydamine 0.15% 300ml £4.88 +2 £5.65 +1
Carbimazole tabs 5mg 100 £51.99 -6 £62.38 -6
Celecoxib caps 200mg 30 £0.85 +4 £1.42 -1
Cilostazol tabs 100mg 56 £2.09 +5 £3.47 +8
Cyclizine tabs 50mg 100 £5.31 -6 £7.58 -8
Desogestrel tabs 75µg 84 £1.21 +1 £1.82 -10
Duloxetine caps 30mg 28 £0.80 -11 £1.93 -7
Entacapone tabs 200mg 30 £3.55 +6 £5.18 +4
Eplerenone tabs 25mg 28 £2.89 -2 £4.24 -6
Escitalopram tabs 10mg 28 £0.25 +4 £0.75 +1
Frovatriptan tabs 2.5mg 6 £8.65 -12 £10.60 -6
Memantine tabs 10mg 28 £0.51 -7 £1.02 +6
Mometasone furoate 0.1% 30g £1.21 ±0 £2.17 +4
Montelukast tabs 10mg 28 £1.02 -11 £1.68 +11
Nortriptyline tabs 10mg 100 £24.48 -14 £36.76 -7
Oxcarbazepine tabs 300mg 50 £4.89 -2 £6.05 -3
Rabeprazole tabs 10mg 28 £0.67 -18 £1.09 -4
Raloxifene tabs 60mg 28 £2.55 ±0 £3.32 -1
Rasagiline tabs 1mg 28 £1.35 ±0 £4.55 -16
Riluzole tabs 50mg 56 £10.50 ±0 £15.23 -5
Rizatriptan tabs 10mg 3 £0.75 -4 £1.49 -9
Sevelamer tabs 800mg 180 £36.00 -10 £55.54 -3
Sildenafil tabs 100mg 4 £0.23 -4 £0.48 -8
Telmisartan tabs 80mg 28 £0.93 +1 £1.83 +1

FAST MOVERS

Price offers as at 30 November 2016
Product/Strength/Pack size September October November

Omeprazole caps 20mg 28 154 145 154

Lansoprazole caps 30mg 28 115 116 112

Simvastatin tabs 40mg 28 104 117 110

Amitriptyline tabs 10mg 28 90 108 108

Atorvastatin tabs 20mg 28 120 112 107

Levothyroxine tabs 100µg 28 96 87 105

Paracetamol caps 500mg 100 109 97 104

Bisoprolol fumarate tabs 2.5mg 28 94 91 103

Ramipril caps 10mg 28 101 107 102

Citalopram tabs 20mg 28 90 84 101

BIGGEST FALLERS
Product/Strength/Pack size Lowest Change Average Change

price (%) price (%)

Temazepam tabs 20mg 250 £12.19 -5 £19.83 -48

Trimethoprim tabs 100mg 28 £0.24 ±0 £0.40 -37

Pioglitazone tabs 15mg 28 £0.62 -17 £2.68 -37

Quetiapine MR tabs 400mg 60 £1.99 -12 £26.70 -28

Pioglitazone tabs 30mg 28 £0.66 -7 £3.35 -28

Temazepam tabs 10mg 500 £24.38 -5 £33.91 -28

BIGGEST RISERS
Product/Strength/Pack size Lowest Change Average Change

price (%) price (%)

Zolmitriptan tabs 2.5mg 6 £0.85 -4 £5.82 +393

Buspirone tabs 5mg 30 £2.55 +10 £9.42 +211

Valsartan tabs 40mg 7 £0.40 ±0 £2.55 +86
Valsartan tabs 320mg 28 £2.28 ±0 £9.63 +55
Mirtazapine tabs 30mg 28 £0.62 ±0 £1.64 +48

Spironolactone tabs 50mg 28 £1.22 +10 £3.77 +45

More concessions highlight need for change

Up to the minute live retail market pricing is available for the UK and Eire on Wavedata Live at wavedata.net.

Alternatively, contact Charles Joynson at WaveData Limited, UK.
Tel: +44 (0)1702 425125. E-mail: cjoynson@wavedata.co.uk.


